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From the President’s Desk
First, I would like to thank Gene Tomlinson for all 

that he did during his tenure to make my job easier.  
He will be a hard act to follow.  Gene, I will do my 
best to carry on.

I also would like to thank all for your support and 
trust in me by electing me your State President.  I 
solicit your continued support throughout my year.

Every president has an agenda for his tour in 
office. Gene completed all of his and I hope that I 
will also. He does have an advantage in that he is 
more organized than I am.  I do have a few things 
that I would like to accomplish.

The first is I would like to plan an annual event 
with the ladies of the DAR. Any input or suggestions 
would be appreciated.  My next project is I would 
like to join with the DAR and install a bronze plaque 
with the names of the Presidio soldiers that we 
accept at the Governor’s Palace. I have already 
suggested this to the NM Secretary of Culture. It 
would include both the SAR and DAR crest.

I am making cards with our state organization on 
them first to send birthday greetings to all our 
members and other people we choose. This would 
be blank inside so they could be used for other 
items. Another item that I started in Albuquerque 

chapter is a calling committee.  This makes a 
personal invitation to members to come to the 
meetings.  It also allows us to ascertain the health of 
our members particularly the elder statesman.

I would also like each chapter to establish a 
committee to attend funerals of deceased members.  
It would require someone to read the obits in each 
area at minimum.

I plan to attempt again to establish a chapter in 
Farmington.  I know that previous presidents have 
attempted this but I think it is worth continued effort.

I would also like suggests to design a pin for our 
color guard and a banner to be carried in parades to 
announce who they are. I would like to have a 
mixed color guard with both colonial and Hispanic 
uniforms in formation together.  It shows the support 
and camaraderie between the two nations in our 
war for freedom.

What did not happen at the annual meeting was I 
received no donations for our veterans. I would like 
to expand our ROTC, boy scout, and education 
programs.

I have for sometime said we need exposure.  All of  
these programs can do that.  We would like the 
public to know when you say you are in the Sons of 
the American Revolution they don’t ask who is that.

I wish to thank all of the officers at all levels, the 
committees, and all those who are working to make 
our organization more effective and enjoyable.

I continue to live by the motto of the 1st Infantry 
Division, my first combat unit:

No mission to difficult,
No sacrifice to great,

Duty First.
Teddy A. Adams, President, NMSSAR

Teddy A. Adams, President
March 2011, Quarter 1
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Treasurer’s Report
There has been very little activity since my last 

report at the end of 2010.  The balance at the end of 
February was $9,715.69.  This balance reflects 
receipt of most of our remaining annual dues, 
members payments for our Board of Managers 
luncheon, and the application fee from Douglas G. 
Smith.

I have written checks for the engraving of two 
SAR medals, expenses for our last two newsletters, 
secretarial expenses, the cost of our Board of 
Managers luncheon and the application fee to 
NSSAR for Douglas G. Smith of Farmington. We 
owe from our collected dues to NSSAR $30 per 
member (except for Life Members) and $10 to each 
chapter for their members.  We also owe from our 
collected dues $5 per member for the 2012 National 
Congress expenses and transfer of those funds 
collected for the CAAH Fund.

We are doing much better anticipating the cost of 
our Board of Manager's meals; we only lost 
$106.21 at our last luncheon.  This is a big 
improvement over our past luncheons & dinners.  In 
the future I hope we can price our meals so that we 
add a little to our balance each time rather than 
always reducing our balance.

John Adam Farris, NMSSAR Treasurer

Santa Fe Chapter
On Mach 7th Past President Gene Tomlinson 

talked to the First Baptist Church of Santa Fe’s 
Fellowship Group about the Spanish involvement in 
the American Revolution and the NMSSAR and its 
Color Guard.  They were especially interested in our 
Presidio Uniform.  At least two members were also 
interested in joining the 
NMSSAR.

On March 9th the Santa Fe 
Chapter luncheon meeting 
presented Burgess Weaver.  
Burgess has been collecting 
his family’s genealogical 
information together with family 
keepsakes and memento’s 
including pictures, documents 
and items such as watches, his 
green beret and dog tags, 
wedding pictures, and other 
pertinent documents from as 
far back as possible. He has 
placed much of the documents 
in three ring binders and then 
scanned them onto discs so 

that they can be sent to family members. He also 
placed items of interest, marked as to whose they 
were and when they were used, in fireproof storage 
containers for safekeeping. 

Left to Right are Burgess V. Weaver with his dad Burgess 
Weaver (seated), Jim Thornton, Alan Bradford and Gene 
Tomlinson looking at the Weaver Family documents.

Eugene Tomlinson, Past President, NMSSAR
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NMSSAR President Gene Tomlinson 
Completes his Term of Office at the Board 

of Managers Meeting (2/26/2011)
The NMSSAR Board of Managers meeting was 

held at the Elegante Hotel in Albuquerque, NM on 
February 26, 2011. Each attending SAR member 
was handed a copy of the “Annual Report of the 
NMSSAR for the Year 2010” after entering the 
meeting room. 

NMSSAR President Gene Tomlinson Presides Over the 
Board of Managers Meeting One Last Time.

NMSSAR President Gene Tomlinson called the 
meeting to order and provided a welcome to 
members attending the meeting. He did so as he 
prepared to turn over the presidency to Compatriot 
Teddy Adams.  

As part of his welcoming comments, President 
Tomlinson summed up the many accomplishments 
made in the New Mexico SAR Chapters during 
2010. As a token of his gratitude for all of the 
wonderful support that he had received from 
NMSSAR compatriots, he passed out books to each 
member present. 

President Tomlinson had received these books 
from his SAR compatriot and mentor Bill Knupp. Bill 
passed away in 2009, and, being a World War II 
veteran, he was interred in Arlington National 
Cemetery. One of the books that was disseminated 
by President Tomlinson was “Civil War in the Making 
1815-1860” by Avery O. Craven. All of the books 
passed out by President Tomlinson were pertinent 
to U.S. history and relevant to SAR goals and 
objectives. President Tomlinson encouraged 
members to pass the books on in a responsible way 
once finished with them or to donate them to the 
SAR Library.      

President Tomlinson referred members to the 
Report of the President and Report of the First Vice 

President. After a short discussion of these reports, 
Tomlinson solicited oral accounts from various 
compatriots and committee chairmen. These 
accounts are highlighted below.  
NMSSAR 2010 Budget and Proposed 2011 
Budget Approved

NMSSAR Treasurer John Farris (left) and Secretary Ray 
Alexander Discuss Strategy at the Board of Managers 
Meeting

NMSSAR Treasurer John Farris presented the 
2010 income and expenses and the proposed 2011 
budget. Both passed unanimously.

2010 income was slightly less than expenses, and  
President Tomlinson again stressed that the 
situation could be corrected by growing Society 
Membership.

The Report of the Secretary was also approved. 
Committee Chair George Biles Presents the 
Registrar and Genealogy Report

Registrar and Genealogist  Committee Chair George 
Biles provided a report that specified the number of new 
members and the number of new member applications 
that are pending.
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Committee Chair Walter Baker Reviews Medals 
and Awards that were Presented to Recipients in 
2010

Medals & Awards Committee Chair Walter Baker 
discussed the Gold Good Citizens Medal/Certificate 
that was presented to former Senator Pete 
Domenici, and the Chapter Awards that were 
presented. The Chapter Awards included ROTC 
Medals/Certificates, JROTC Medals/Certificates, 
Eagle Scout Certificates, and Flag Certificates.
National Trustee Jim Thornton Discusses the 
2012 National Congress 

Jim Thornton reiterated that the New Mexico and 
Arizona State SAR Societies will co-host the 2012 
National SAR Congress. The Congress will be held 
at the Arizona Biltmore Resort in Phoenix, Az from 
July 7 to July 12, 2012. Jim passed out sheets that 
provide critical information and stated that all 
planning must be done by November 1, 2011. The 
sheets specify the committees that still need 
volunteers. One sheet is to be filled out by the 
member who is planning to attend the Congress, 

and one sheet is to be filled out by his lady. 
President Tomlinson is encouraging as many 
NMSSAR members as possible to attend. 
Education and Americanism Chairman Robby 
Robertson Provides Input on Education Initaitive  

Robby Robertson explained that schools have certain 
times set aside for presentations such as those made by 
SAR units. He said that the tight time constraints make it 
difficult to provide SAR inputs.

President Tomlinson pointed out that Compatriot 
Garcia and Color Guard members had given a 
presentation at Highland High School during an 
assembly. The thinking was that it might be best for 
presentations to be given at these specific events. 
In any case, there is a lot of help available to Robby.
NMSSAR Color Guard Posts the Colors at the 
Board of Managers Meeting   

Four Flags were posted at the meeting. 
Compatriot Garcia is straightening the original U.S. 
Flag that contains 13 stars, one each for the 13 
original states. Compatriot Casias is in front of the 
New Mexico State Flag, and Compatriot Rael is in 
front of the SAR Flag.  
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NMSSAR Color Guard Forms Up to Post the 
Colors at the Board of Managers Mmetting  

From left to right: George Garcia, Vernon Casias, and 
Lionel Rael

Three of the nine Color Guard members were in 
uniform and ready to post the colors at the Board of 
Managers meeting. The Color Guard has been very 
busy and has performed many SAR outreach 
functions. On January 26 of this year, the Color 
Guard represented SAR at the 99th birthday 
celebration of the state of New Mexico. At this 
event, the following Color Guard members were 
present: Gene Tomlinson, Teddy Adams, Jim 
Thornton, George Garcia, Vernon Casias, and 
Lionel Rael. Compatriot Thornton gave a very 
informative speech on the SAR and how Spain 
helped in the American Revolution. The speech was 
very appropriate, because there were a large 
number of Hispanic students present.  Feedback 
was that the SAR Color Guard did a very fine job of 
presenting the colors.
President Tomlinson Gives a Passionate, 
Informative Farewell Speech

Before a packed room, NMSSAR President Gene 
Tomlinson gave his farewell address. In his 
emotional speech, Tomlinson selected passages to 
pass on from Allison Collins’ “Faith of our Forefather 
–(George Washington)”. Tomlinson’s very 
informative talk will undoubtedly encourage SAR 
members who were there to learn more about the 

Father of our Country. This writer, for one, is 
motivated to do so! 

Outgoing President Tomlinson was given a 
standing ovation. He deserved it!
National Trustee Jim Thornton Prepares to 
Install 2011 NMSSAR Officers

Compatriot Thornton prepares to ask the nominated 2011 
NMSSAR officers to come forward for the swearing in 
ceremony.
2011 NMSSAR Officers Installed by National 
Trustee Thornton  

From left to right: Lionel Rael, Vernon Casias, John 
Robinson, Mike Barger, Warren Jacobson, Teddy Adams, 
Jim Thornton, Ray Alexander, Perkins Patton, George 
Garcia

The 2011 NMSSAR Officers, flanked by members 
of the New Mexico Color Guard, appear primed and 
ready to take on their new responsibilities.
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DAR Members Support NMSSAR Board of 
Managers

 Clockwise from lower right corner: Ruth Klein, Jean 
Tuttle, Mary Lou Sinnott, and Karen Oligher (NMSSAR 
President Tomlinson is in the background)

As always, Albuquerque DAR Members were very 
supportive of important SAR functions. In addition to 
the four shown above, there were a number of 
wives of SAR members in attendance who were 
also in DAR chapters.
Outgoing NMSSAR President Tomlinson Passes 
the Gavel to Compatriot Teddy Adams

  
New NMSSAR President Adams gave a 

passionate opening address. He asked for NM 

Compatriots to give him the same support that 
President Tomlinson had received.
Colors are retrieved by the NM Color Guard

The colors were retrieved by the Color Guard, and 
the meeting was closed by Albuquerque Chapter 
President Michael Barger.

Sam Baty and Vernon Casias

SAR ABQ Chapter Hosts Guest Speaker 
at March 2011 Meeting

From left to right: Michael Barger (ABQ Chapter President), 
Guest Speaker Dr. Scott Jordan, and Compatriot John Robinson 

The SAR ABQ Chapter was honored to have Dr. 
Scott Jordan speak on the “Swedish Presence in 
Early U.S. History” at the March 2011 meeting. Dr. 
Jordan’s speech was both interesting and well 
presented.
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SAR ABQ Chapter Has Overflow Turnout at 
March 2011 Meeting

Some 17 members attended the March 2011 SAR 
ABQ meeting. The large turnout was due mainly to 
the initiatives of SAR ABQ President Michael Barger 
and Calling Committee Chairman Ken Yost. Future 
projections indicate that the SAR ABQ organization 
will need a larger meeting space. The SAR ABQ 
Chapter is definitely on the move!

Future Compatriot Marc Ahlen and his Family 
Attend SAR ABQ March 2011 Meeting

From left to right: Colin Ahlen, Paige Ahlen, Danise Ahlen, 
and Marc Ahlen

Registrar Ray Alexander confirmed that Marc’s 
paperwork is in the works. We were delighted to 
have Marc and his family at the March meeting, and 
we hope to see them often. 
Dr. Scott Jordan Gives a Riveting Presentation on 
Early Swedish Presence

Dr. Scott Jordan gave a magnificent presentation 
on the “Swedish Presence in Early U.S. History.” His 
speech was full of little known facts that kept the 
audience mesmerized.

He quantified how the early Swedish settlers were in 
the area bounded by the Schulykill and Delaware 
rivers. This area is typically known to present-day 
Americans as in the Philadelphia region. He also 
traced the roots of famous Americans to their 
Swedish ancestry and how their name changes 
came about.

Camaraderie Evident as SAR ABQ Compatriots 
Address Crucial Business Issues

From left to right (clockwise):  Lionel Rael studying document, 
Tim Tessendorf talking to Ken Yost (standing), George Garcia, 
Dick Almeter, Teddy Adams (NMSSAR President), and Jim 
Hesse (past SAR ABQ President)

SAR ABQ President Michael Barger led a highly 
productive monthly meeting. He interspersed work 
sessions with old business, committee reports, and 
new business. The end result is that the SAR ABQ 
Chapter is on an upward spiral to expanded 
membership and enhanced regional recognition.

Sam Baty and Vernon Casias
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Sons of the American Revolution
Gadsden Chapter, Las Cruces, New Mexico

This is an e-mail sent to Gadsden Chapter members this date:

March 15, 2011

Compatriots of the Gadsden Chapter in Las Cruces – 2011 President Jim Proctor asked me to send 
out the 2011 meeting schedule for the Gadsden Chapter of the NM Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution. (Jim doesn’t use e-mails so I’m doing this for him.) Times, programs, and 
places will be forthcoming from the Chapter Secretary, Rev. Perkins Patton. Secretary Perkins Patton 
is in the process of preparing the minutes of our February meeting and will send them to you in the 
near future:

2011

April 16 – Patriot's Day (To celebrate and acknowledge the Battles of Lexington and Concord).

June (To Be Announced) – Flag Day Joint meeting with Doña Ana Chapter, DAR. It is their year to 
host so date, place, etc. will be set by them.

Sept. 17 – Constitution Day/Citizenship Day Meeting.

Nov. 19 – Veteran's Day.

In December, we intend to participate again in “Wreaths Across America” at Ft. Bayard National 
Cemetery in Silver City, NM.

George Biles

George Biles
1708 Boulders Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88011-4056
(575) 521-3143                    Home
(575) 312-1721                    Cell
Biles@1956.usna.com         E-mail (permanent)
gbinlcnm@msn.com            E-mail (Send e-mail to either address)
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